
Sunshine Sugar Ag Services – Around the paddocks      July 2025 
 

 
Good day all 
 
I hope the season is going well for you thus far.  
 
Variety Walk 
 
As usual we will be hosting a Variety Walk at the Approved Seed Plot (Details below). Please join us to look at the relocated 
seed plot at Pimlico. Additional to the usual varieties are SRA40 and SRA41, as well as 3 varieties that are being looked at 
for potential release at Broadwater. You can use this opportunity to decide what varieties would be a good fit for your farm 
and put your order in.  
 

• Date: 7th August (weather dependent – TBC) 
• Time: 9am for 9:30am 
• Venue: Follow signs down Emigrant Point Road (Pimlico) to demarcated parking around Easter’s Pad 

  
Weather Gadgets  

 
Soil Temperature 

 
We are monitoring the soil temperature in two locations (Pimlico and Coraki). A general rule is that soil temperatures should 
be above 17oC and trending upwards before you commence planting. I will share the soil temperatures again around the 
end of August, but for now here is the available data from the two Loggers. Currently, the average temperatures are around 
15oC for both sites. Let’s hope this warms up quickly for an early planting season.  

 
Weather Stations 

 
A useful tool we have been using is an online weather station app. Apps like these allow individuals 
with “home” weather stations to share their data, to be viewed by the public. The app we are 
using is called Ecowitt. If you want to give it a try, simply download the app or search it on your 
PC (https://www.ecowitt.net/) and create a user profile. You can then use the Weather Map 
feature to find the closest weather station to you.  
 
The Ag Services have installed a few Ecowitt weather stations on some of the Corp Farms in the 
past year. These weather stations are a valuable management tool for their operations, especially 
for decisions around spraying and burning (and recording data in spray diaries!).  The weather 
stations measure: 

 

Figure 1. Coraki soil temperature Figure 2. Pimlico soil temperature 

Figure 3. Ecowitt 
Weather Station 

https://www.ecowitt.net/
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• Temperature 
• Humidity 
• Solar radiation 
• Rainfall 
• Soil temperature 
• Pressure 
• Wind speed and direction 

 
If you want information on how to purchase these or similar weather stations, please give me a call.  
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GPS Auto-steer on Tracked Buggies 
 
A discussion point during the controlled traffic field day earlier in the year was the need for auto-steer tracked buggies 
during wet weather harvests. Banks Estate Harvesting Co-operative have successfully installed this tech into their two 
machines. The system they installed has the following notable features: 
 

1. It can be installed on buggies with “cable” or “electronic” steering sticks 
2. It can steer in both the forward and reverse directions at all typical speeds 
3. A-B lines can be uploaded by USB stick or created in the paddock  
4. “Nudging” and other commonly used GPS features are available 
5. The GPS screen and controller can be transferred to a tractor when dry enough to run rubber  

 
Banks Estate hosted a demonstration this month and invited directors from other harvesting groups. The general sentiment 
was very positive, with comments on the finishing, and ease of operation. This is a step change in the move towards full 
controlled traffic… but remember, if your row spacing doesn’t closely match the wheel spacing, you’ll still get compaction 
and stool damage, just in a nice straight line! 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   

Figure 4. Ecowitt weather application  

Figure 5. “No-hands” in action  

Figure 6. Note the straight tracks  
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